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HEARSAY MUMS Lo

OF STRATFORD ~AVON

Spring is on its way......

And to celebrate we are hosting a lunch at the
DOUBLETREE hotel on Friday 25th March @12.30
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The Staff and Trustees hope that you will be able to join us at this event, which
replaces the last two cancelled Christmas Lunches.

We are looking forward to getting everyone together, and welcoming the arrival of S
Spring, and if things carry on as they are, we may also be seeing the end of the Covid
restrictions as we know them, which would be cause for a double celebration.

You are very welcome to bring friends and family. The cost per person is the same as
the Christmas lunch at £25.00. We will let you know when payment is due.

There is a menu choice form at the end of this Hearsay. Please complete this and
return it to Jess by the end February. We look forward to seeing you all.

A

Christmas Thanks!

Jess and Verney would like to thank all the residents for
their cards and gifts over what was, once again, a strange
Christmas.

The Residents would also like to thank the Trustees for
their Christmas gift. It is a very welcome addition at this
time of the year, when there are so many additional
expenses..

Many thanks to everyone!
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BROOKVALE ROAD RESIDENT PHILIP SWEET
REMINISCES......

This is the first in an occasional series of interviews, (very kindly carried out and written by our
own Lily Farrah) highlighting the interesting lives that our residents have enjoyed.

" A Stratfordian born and bred, I'm now 97 years old and hoping to attain my hundredth year...

There were probably no more than 15 houses on the Banbury Road where | grew up in the
1920s and 30s, with my brother Geoffrey and sister Betty. We lived in a house just below
Waterloo Hill which eventually ended up being number 139 as they kept on building houses.

Stratford in those days was different: my mother Ada May would walk through the town and
would speak or wave to practically everybody she encountered, people were generally very
affable. That was Stratford then. You would walk through the town and she would probably
say "Good Morning" 30 or 40 times. With a fairly minimal population which Stratford then had,
you'd always got people acknowledging one another because they'd see each other on a
regular basis.

| walked to and from Broad Street primary school every school day, did reasonably well there,
passed exams and went to KES which | enjoyed very much but | went into the A stream and so |
missed my two favourite subjects - Geography and Art - and stayed till the fifth form and took
the Oxford School Certificate. (I never did any drawing until | retired at the age of 60 when |
picked up a piece of paper one day, did a little sketch and since then I've done numerous
paintings of one sort or another.

Then | took a job as office clerk at an egg grading station and became manager 12 months
later. It was owned jointly by the three Stratford fruit and vegetable markets which were
Bullard, Garret's and Bailey's because Stratford, Evesham and Pershore was an important
agricultural area. Stratford had a huge quantity of orchards and market gardens.

After two years, the firm that owned Baileys - Sidwell vegetable merchants of Leamington -
offered me a job there and I cycled to and from Leamington every day. | became an auctioneer
for Baileys then; my father ran the fruit and vegetable side of the business and | did the
auctioneering. (My grandfather had been the printer for the Stratford Herald). We had auctions
Mondays Wednesdays and Fridays and you are talking about as much fruit and veg stacked
high as would fill the whole of this block of houses! In the summer months we would send up
to 30 tonnes of fresh plums up to Stratford Canners. Eventually we packed up the auction side
of the business and went totally wholesale. My father passed away and | ran the whole
business then. We were located in an area from the back of what was the Seven Stars pub on
Rother Street to where the Bell Court precinct is now.,
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We are now at 1941-2, the war has started. | left school wanting to go into the Merchant
Navy as a radio officer because | was in the Cadets at KES, enjoyed doing radio and knew
Morse code. | went to the Merchant Navy Office in Birmingham but was turned down on
medical grounds because | was colour blind in the one eye. So | then walked across to
the Royal Navy Office and volunteered there but | was still too young to go in. In 1943 on
Shakespeare's Birthday , | went down to Portsmouth, and did 10 weeks of training after
which you had an exam of 100 questions to sort which branch you would be best suited
for. | was put forward as potential officer material, went before the captain and a panel
and was sent for officer training in Combined Operations.

| was sent to a place called Lochailort in the Highlands where | did six weeks' hefty
nautical and ability training. Those six weeks were the toughest | have experienced in
my life, both physically and mentally. At the end of each week, you had exams and if you
were not good enough you were dropped but | lasted and was appointed an officer then
sent to Troon for officer training for another six weeks and then appointed to a tank
landing craft ready for the D-Day landings.

The war had been going for quite a considerable period of time but my training was in
readiness for the D-Day landings, the time of which we did not know then. Following the
landings, we were offloading Army equipment to the beaches and whilst doing so, | had
to go to the tented hospital at Bayeux with suspected peritonitis which turned out to be
appendicitis.

| was sent to Plymouth to HMS Foliot, running all the movements of landing craft. We
were tropicalising (adding refrigeration and air conditioning) landing craft ready for the
Far East but of course that collapsed because they dropped the atomic bomb.

My wife Jean came into my life before the war. We were both members of the United
Reform Church, then the Congregational Church. We were both Sunday School teachers.
Jean was in the choir and stood out from the other choristers who were older and she
was only 15 or 16 at the time. | was such a shy young man, | asked my sister Betty to
invite her on a walk with us one Sunday afternoon, and we walked through the
Recreational Ground all along the wooded path the other side of the tramway bridge.
From that day we met regularly, then | went into the Navy and Jean wrote to me literally
every single day | was in the Navy. Because of the continual movement of where we
were, my mail would catch up with me about once a month and it was an awful job
trying to sort out the day by day, and | would get these huge collections of mail.

| left the Navy in August 1946 and we were married, with myself in uniform, on 14th
September at the Congregational Church. We then took lodgings with a lady in New
Street, Tiddington for 12/- a week rent. Baileys bought us a house in Banbury Road
where we had 3 of our children and then we decided we'd like our own house. We
bought a five bedroomed house in New Street and were there for 21 years. Donald
Sinden bought a property opposite ours and would come in for a drink after he had
done a show,and the writer John Gardner used to come and phone his theatre reviews
through to the London papers from our house.

I



L P | =i s o L)
February 2022

| never left Baileys and worked for them the whole time. My eldest daughter Jenny was
Domestic Superintendent at the Walsgrave hospital and married Tom who was Estates
Manager there. They moved to Shrewsbury Hospital for work, and Jenny developed multiple
sclerosis so there was talk about our moving to be near her in Shrewsbury which we did once |
had retired aged 60. We had bungalows next door to each other, and stayed for 6 years while
Jenny got progressively worse.

We had a caravan in Harlech, right under the castle walls for 12 years. | used to drive up from
Stratford regularly until we moved to Shrewsbury when it was considerably easier to get to.
When Jenny passed away, Jean was homesick and wanted to come back to Stratford. Property
prices in the town has got to a stupid level we couldn't afford to buy a house comparable to
what we had had in Shrewsbury so bought a home in Dodwell Park until we had this offer of
Brookvale Road through the United Reform Church. I'm not what you call a religious person
but | was baptised and brought up into the church, and it has been part and parcel of my life
always.

Jean sadly passed away in 2011 due to recurrence of a melanoma.

My days are pretty quiet now. | rise from bed usually about 8 o'clock, | make breakfast, then
dust, clean and tidy till 11am which I've always done and will never stop doing. My daughter
Karen will come in when she's finished work to check on me and do any shopping and she
brings me some of her delicious home cooking every week.

The rest of the day is usually spent doing a little reading and in front of the television set... |
watch just about every sport that it is possible to watch. | have occasional visits from other
neighbours and also my good friend Daphne. | played cricket with her husband for many
many years. We meet up and happily talk about the past as most people do.

| had a happy marriage, we had our four children - Karen, Jenny, Christopher and Ros - |
enjoyed my work, | loved my days in the Navy. | can say that I've lived my whole life by the one
saying..... "Treat other people as you would like to be treated yourself". And | would like to
close by saying how much | have always appreciated the friendly, helpful neighbourliness that
we all enjoy in Brookvale Road Cottages. "

Philip was awarded 1939-45 Star, Atlantic Star plus Bar, Defence Medal, War Medal, and the
Ordre National de la Legion d'Honneur (awarded by the French Government) for services to
his country in the Second World War. Philip has recently donated his military medals to the
Archive of KES School.

Thank you so much Phil, for sharing your memories and photographs.

If you would like to be included in Hearsay, please contact Verney or Jess. We would love to
hear your stories-they don't have to be as exciting as Phil's! You have so many memories, and
have so much life experience, where did you work? Did you see the Beatles? Have you met
anyone famous?
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5 e —— At the family -h'oe'
An Artist in later life.. proud|y disp[aying rhubarb
grown by his grandfather...
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An Officer of the Royal Navy





