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Ecclesiastical’s Heritage Heroes Awards 2025

For over a decade, the annual Ecclesiastical’s Heritage Heroes Awards have celebrated the incredible
contributions of volunteers in the UK heritage sector. More than a simple ‘thank you’, these awards are
a great opportunity to demonstrate how communities can take ownership of the historic environment
around them and make a real difference. With multiple award categories, all UK heritage organisations
are able to nominate their volunteer heritage heroes. The awards are run by The Heritage Alliance,
thanks to the generous support of Ecclesiastical Insurance.

Nominations Close: 30" November 2025
Submit Your Nominations Here: bit.ly/HeritageHeroes2025

Our Judging Panel will convene in January 2026. Nominator’s will be made aware of outcomes within 4
weeks of the panel meeting. Winners will be announced and awarded at Heritage Day 2026.

This Year’s Awards

Categories

Heritage Heroes 2025: to celebrate the outstanding contribution of an individual volunteer or group of
volunteers to a heritage organisation in 2025.

Young Heritage Hero Award: to celebrate the contribution of an individual volunteer under the age of
30 who has gone above and beyond for a heritage organisation.

Entry criteria

For all applications, the nominated organisation must be a Heritage Alliance member themselves or the
member of a Heritage Alliance member (e.g. a member of the Association of Independent Museums).
Full list of the Heritage Alliance’s current members.

Heritage Heroes 2025 Award

The nominee must be an individual volunteer or group of volunteers supporting a heritage
organisation’s core activities (e.g. visitor operations, maintenance, fundraising, etc.) or supporting a
specific project or event for their heritage organisation. The nominee must have been active in 2025.

Young Heritage Hero Award
Nominee must be an individual volunteer under the age of 30, who has been active in 2025.


https://www.ecclesiastical.com/
https://bit.ly/HeritageHeroes2025
https://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/about/our-members/

Judging Criteria
Ecclesiastical’s Heritage Heroes Awards are judged by panel. Points are distributed based on the

following three criteria:

Personal Attributes - How does the nominee's dedication and personal qualities make them an

exceptional volunteer?

Organisational Impact - What significant impact has the nominee made on the organisation's activities
and mission?

Community Impact - How has the nominee's volunteer work benefited and engaged its community?

We recommend keeping this criteria in mind when writing your nominations.

Guidance for applicants

« Our judging panel are looking for groups or individuals who have gone above and beyond in their
contribution for their heritage organisation.

« Be specific in explaining the contribution of the volunteer(s) and what makes them special. The
written nomination is a great space to highlight your volunteer’s traits and share with the sector
the impact their work has on your organisation.

» Evidence your nomination with examples, measurables results if possible.

» Supporting Evidence: we are keen to hear from those that have benefitted from the volunteers’

work including from members of the public. Please send us their comments or reactions.

Prizes
All nominees are featured in our Heritage Heroes short film, as a way of demonstrating and celebrating
the volunteering excellence in our sector.

Last year’s video can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bddHdihXpOg

In addition, winners will receive:
« Physical Award
Letter of commendation from The Heritage Alliance’s CEO and Chair
» Two tickets to Heritage Day 2026
« PR support and media coverage
» Professional photography of the award presentation

The Judging Panel may choose to include runners-up, who will be awarded with a letter of

commendation from The Heritage Alliance’s CEO and Chair and a longer feature in the Heritage Heroes
2025 short film.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bddHdihXpOg

