[MP Name]
[Address]
[Date]

Dear [MP’s Name],

I am writing as a trustee/clerk of [Almshouse/Charitable Housing Provider Name. I wish to bring to your attention concerns regarding the Government’s recent consultation on the draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), particularly as it affects charitable housing providers and almshouses.

Almshouses and other charitable housing organisations provide essential, affordable homes for older people, vulnerable households, and local communities. Many of these organisations are small charities and are not large enough to be registered providers, yet they deliver social and community benefits in ways that differ from commercial housing. They often rely on modest resources, volunteers, and long-term stewardship of properties.

We are concerned that the current consultation proposals:

· Do not explicitly recognise charitable housing providers within the definition of affordable housing, risking the exclusion of almshouses and other small charities from planning frameworks.
· May inadvertently disadvantage smaller, community-led schemes in relation to housing delivery targets, commuted sums, and off-site contributions.
· Do not fully account for the needs of older people and those requiring specialist housing, including flexible housing standards and adapted homes in the community.

We believe that planning policy should:
· Include almshouses and charitable providers, including small charities not registered as providers, explicitly in the definitions of affordable housing or as community-led developments.
· Ensure that policies on housing mix, 5-year land supply, and development viability do not create barriers to the delivery of charitable homes.
· Provide clear guidance and support for specialist housing for older people and adaptable housing to meet long-term needs.

As a charity, we would be grateful if you could support charitable housing providers by raising these issues with the relevant Government departments. It is vital that national planning policy recognises the contribution of almshouses and other charitable housing organisations – regardless of size or regulatory status - and enables them to continue providing affordable, high-quality homes for the communities they serve.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I would welcome any updates on your engagement with the Government on these issues.

Yours sincerely,

[Name]
[Address]
[Email / Phone]
[Charity Name and Number]
